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This Mecting: sir, Phil Vay will sneak on.local seologys Being an old member of the club 
Phil hardly noes any introduction, and I think his talk will bo very intcrestins, 


Next excursion: Sth July,. ur, © Perkins will loac this excursion to the Castlemaine 
arca, Tine is b8¢3G at Crockers.corncr, : 


Last #ecting: Uur speaker was. ir, John Clenents, the local Fisheries and Vildlife 
inspector who is always welcome and ever ready to speak at our meetings, His subject was 

"Local vetlancs anc Sirdlife", Of great interest was his collectiin of slides of the 
Elephant, 3cal which spent some time on the banks of the larpbyrnon; River in Footscray 
Curin,; iff moultin, »criod, it was an enormous attraction both day and night, and had to 
be guarded against thoughtless people, Other slides showed the degradation of both Lakes 
Burrumbeet and Learmonth by algae blooms over the last few years, Fish, birdlife, and 
stock succumbed to the poisonous algae, Further slides showed some of the man-made sources 
of the pollutions entering the watersheds leading to both lakes. These showed the need 
for further treatment of most discharges before being released to the waterways. : 

John then showed several slides of cross-breeding between the mallard, an imported water 
bird, and the black, a native waterbird. The mallard is a bird which is considered a 
menace to the Black duck species because of its breeding possibilities, 

Mrs Kierath extended thanks to John on his waxk most interesting address, Well Done John, 


Contributed by Mr. P, Fry, 


LAST EXCURSION: The June excursion was well attended, thirteen cars being present, Mr, 
Sonsee led us, and we visited some interesting places, amongst them being an old gold mine 
which was worked by the Chinese in the Gold rush days. There is a slate bank built there 
to dam thexg waters of Niggl's Breek, There was lots of fungi about, and the eucalypts 
were impressive, Tree creepers and Crimson Rosellas were seen, Altogether it was a very 
enjoyable excursion, : 


Contributed by Mrs, Pat Murphy, 


Following the request from the: Lal Lal Blast Furnace Committee of Management for a 
report on Plant, Animal , Bird:and Insect Life of the area a special excursion to Bungal 
Dam was held on Sunday 15th. June, 


BUNGAL EXCURSION: The weather didn't look too tempting, but we decided to brave it and 
arrived at Bungal Dam to find it.was much more sheltered than at home, There was a lot 

of fungi about, all colors and sorts, some of which were —- Green Fungi, Coral fungi, Dixonia, 
Flemmula, Collybia Redicega, Lollypop, and Mycemea, Some of the plants seen were Golden 
Wattle, Honey Pots, Astroloma and Handsoma, While we were looking around the Blast Furnace, 
the man who gamex ta looks aftcr the place came and opened the gate for us so we could go 
inside and have a close look at it. It is rather unstable and the National Trust are 

going to fix it up so it isn't looking like new, they are just going to make it safe and 
stop it from crumbling completely away. There is a lot of excavating and digging going 

on around and they are unearthing all sorts of objects, When the road@ to the picnic ground 
was put in, a lot of horse harness and leather gear was dug up. One of our members found 

an old hinge lying on the ground, A gumtree was shown to us which has gum (sap) which was 
used by the aborigines to cure stomach disorders, It was also used by the very early settler 
who did not have much medicine, i very interesting and enjoyable time was had by all, 


Contributed by Mrs, Reynolds, 


MAY EXCURSION: A line or two about the "other end" of the Durham Lead excursion, 

Sight people went in from the Scotsburn side and came within sight of the pines on the 
other side, hirs, Bedzgood identified 63 species of different plants and trees, including 
Green Hood, Sun, MiigeR and Parson's Bands Orchids, and we saw seven varieties of birds, 
No doubt there were many more, their song was uplifting. As a newcomber to the club I 
thoroughly enjoyea my firct excursion and look forward to many more, 

‘ Contributed by Mrs Betty Gray. 


‘ 


BOOK RECUMMENL. .TION: 


"STRANGE JOURNEY" the adventures of Ludwig Leichhardt and John Gilbert, by ALEC CHISHOLM. 
This book shows how after being lost for ninety three years John Gilbert's diary provided 
matcrial for a fascinating book for Field Naturalists as it shows so much sf the activities 
of John Gilbert who was so closely associated with John Gould, the birdman, 

‘ : Coatcibukect fy Mess tt. Meclenehoan 
JOk#:; One oil-soaked seagull to another; If there's an oil shortage, I haven't noticed it! 


ere 
JUNE EXCURSION; On this excursion we found quite a few fungi, amongst them €@oral fungi, - 
nissula, bracket funghs, There was mint in flower - not mint-bush, but the Australian mint, 
like pennyroyal, Pink Earth Lichen was also seen, 


BUNGAL; Here also, there was quite a lot of fungi, and also some interesting liverworts, and 
lots of lichen, Miss White found some Ladder Lichen, which was a welcome find, as I have 
looked for it unsuccessfully before, Xanthorrhea was dying, as it is being attacked by 
cinnamon fungus, 

Contributed by Mrs, Chuk, 


OF INTEREST: On 20/6/75 a resident of Moreton Street, Mount Pleasant, found a dead bird under 
his shrubs in his front garden, To our surprise it was a Banded Land-Rail, quite a rare and 
shy bird in this area, The plumage of these birds is extremely beautiful, The underparts 
are finely barred black and white, the back is brown-spotted white, and across the breast is 
a buff-coloured bar, They feed at dusk on insects and grass, and remain hidden during most 
of the day, It is remarkable that the species is still inhabiting the flats of the Yarrowee 
Créek so close to the city. The amount of cover provided by the gorse must give ideal 
protection for them, Some time ago one was also found in similar habitat in the Brown Hill 
..a. We have also recorded one at the Gong-Gong, 


OUR MEMBER FRED JAMES located a colony of Leptoceras Fimbriatum - the Fringed Hare Orchid - 
some time ago,. This is a new record for the Ballarat area, Good work, Fred} This orchid 
is uncommon to rare in the near coastal heaths of southern Victoria aa the Grampians area, 
There are isolated patches in the Grampians so Fred's find in our area is a very interesting 
one indeed, The leaves of this orchid are sheathing, blush green with prominent reddish veins 
and the flowers are yellowish with purple and red markings, The wide labellum is deeply 
fringed and covered with calli, It is related to the spring flowering hare orchid, and. the 
autumn flowering parsons bands, 

F Contributed by Mrs. 5, Bedggood, 


BUTTERFLY COLLECTING. Part: 1, 


{SIC EQUIPMENT. 
The basic equipment needed for the catching, killing and mounting of any insect, let ema 
a Butterfly or Beetle would be: a net he A diameter of at least 12 inch 5 
(30 cm) and a handle of at least 1 metre in length, The nesting itself 
can be of fine Teryliene net or nylon netting, The hoop can be made by 
shaping a wire coat hanger and lashing it to the handle, O r you can drill 
a hole in the end of the handle smaller than the diameter of the wire, and >, 
fixing the hoop in, Nets can be bought from toyshops and these are quite 
adequate, but the netting is usually rather heavy and can damage butter- — dear - tCe.o 
flies' wings if you are not careful. 5 BEE INe ts 
TH? KILLING JAR: can be made up out of an old jar with a screw top lid or = 
even better a tin with a resealable lid that is airtight and big enough of 
to insert your hand. Cotton wool is laid on the bottom of the containeer | 
wp) 


and dampened with Shell lighter fluid. A few squitts of this on the cotton 
wool Itve found is fast and effective, Cardboard over the top of the wool 
keeps the Butterflies’ wings dry and stops small insects burying themselves > id = 
in the bottom of the container, The cardboard may be held up by crossbars Zu eegee= 

of dowl. It would be advisable to black out the killing jar as this calms = 4 

down the Butterflies and stops them from flapping about and damaging them- 2 Nae 
selves, When the insect is dead remove it from the jar and proceed to mount it, or if you 
do not wish to do this immediately the insect may be stored in a wam envelope or grease-proof 
paper. In the field it is not necessary to carry a killing jar. By holding the insect by 
the thorax and gently pinching the abdomen, you can stun the insect and it may then be put 
in the killing jar when it is possible, 


BY Andrew McKenzie. 


ELITOR'S ‘NOTE. That was the first part of a series of articles Andrew is writing for the news 


Sets The following parts will be printed in forthcoming news sheets, Thanks, Andrew. 


i 
; : ae \ out th 
THANKS to Miss Hertert for Ler kind donation to i, 3 
the club, Se Ms | 


AND thanks from the Editor to all the people who 

provided articles for this months' newsletter, 

It helps a lot when I have something to write 
about instead of taking it from books and maga- 
zines, It sounds better done by "us" than "me", 
too, don't you think? So keep those reports, etc, 

rolling in, 


/ / / é aS 


ot hy a Head 
Grateful Editor, | “Thor a x 


ANOTHER sick joke} You know those two aborigines, the ones that chalvenced Captain Cook? iW 
Wel, later. they were heard to say - Aw, let_ ‘em stay. What harm ean they do? ae! 


; 


At least they had morals (think) this month, my jokes; ~ ~ —- 4 


